
 

 
                                                                       

 

OFFICIAL  

Klondyke Site – Environmental Questions and Answers 

This note aims to provide answers to some of the questions from local residents that have arisen in 
relation to the works that started recently on the Klondyke Site.   

 

Does this site have planning permission?  

The Klondyke Site was granted planning permission in 2014 along with the adjacent Twyford Site for:  

‘Site clearance, demolition of existing buildings, remediation, enhancement of the existing 

flood defences and land raising to form a development platform above a minimum height of 

4.9m and below a maximum height of 5.4m above Ordnance Datum (AOD) on the Twyford 

and Klondyke Sites’.   

The application reference was SW/13/1550. Information on the planning application can be found via 
this link.  https://pa.midkent.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage 

 

Why are the works happening?  

The aim of the works is to remove contamination from the land associated with the previous industrial 
uses and raise the land above the flood level to make it suitable for a new integrated community 
between the existing communities of Queenborough and Rushenden. The work is part of the 
Queenborough and Rushenden Regeneration Project and is being carried out by Swale Borough 
Council and Homes England.  To this end Swale Borough Council have secured six million pounds of 
grant money to invest in this regeneration work.  

In due course the Klondyke, Twyford and Former Steel Rolling Mill Site will have a mix of:  

 Residential and commercial development; 

 Employment space; 

 Community facilities and services; 

 Open spaces; and  

 A primary school.   

In addition, the works will bring forward environmental benefits as well as socio-economic benefits.   

 

What is happening at the Klondyke Site? 

In 2018/2019 the Klondyke Industrial Estate was demolished.   

Recently works have started on the Site to investigate in detail how much, and where contamination 
from the previous industrial uses is present on site to enable it to be remediated to levels that are safe 
for people, water and wildlife.  To facilitate the remediation work and avoid impacts on breeding birds, 
trees and scrub have been cut down to just above ground level before the peak breeding bird season 
within ‘The Saltings’ (the grass area between the Creek and the Klondyke Industrial Estate). This is to 
discourage birds breeding in the scrub and grassland and thereby avoid them being harmed during the 
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land raising and remediation activities that are due to start in the coming weeks.  The vegetation works 
were completed on the 3rd March 2021.   

Whilst much of the material to be used in raising the southern part of the Site is to be generated during 
the remediation works additional material is being delivered to Site and stockpiled in the eastern area 
ahead of the land raising works commencing. 

Site clearance of plant, boats, equipment and materials associated with the boatyard is also ongoing in 
the north-western part of the site to get the area ready for the remediation and land raising works to 
commence. 

The pictures below show the example of the work that had occurred by the 3rd March 2021.   
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What are the impacts of the works on Flora and Fauna?  

A series of ecological surveys were carried out between 2013 and now to understand which protected 
species are on the site and how best to protect them.  The key species that have been identified and 
surveyed have been:  

 Wintering and passaging birds associated with the Medway Estuary and Marshes Special 
Protection Area, Ramsar Site and Site of Special Scientific Interest including the Swale along 
the western Site boundary; 

 Breeding birds within the site including barn owls; 
 Reptiles including slow worm and common lizards within the rough grassland in The Saltings; 
 Bats flying over the site; 
 Invertebrates associated with The Saltings;  
 Trees; and 
 Botanical and habitat surveys.   

The surveys were used to inform the Ecological Method Statement and Construction Environmental 
Management Plan which were agreed with Kent County Council’s Ecologists as part of the planning 
application, and which are currently being implemented under the supervision of a suitably qualified 
ecologist.  The key measures being carried out to protect the species found on the site are:  

 Avoid noisy construction activities between November and February inclusive to avoid 
disturbing the peak numbers of wintering and passaging birds that use the mudflats of the 
Swale for foraging for food. 

 Remove vegetation outside of the peak breeding bird season between March and August to 
avoid disturbing nests.  Any vegetation that needs to be cleared during the breeding bird season 
will be checked beforehand by a qualified ecologist.  If there is a nest it will be protected from 
disturbance until the chicks have fledged.   
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 A barn owl nest box has been erected on the site to provide an alternative nest site to the one 
recorded in one of the industrial units before it was demolished.   

 Reptiles will be captured once they emerge from hibernation and then transported to the Reptile 
Receptor Site that we have set up in Harty Marshes near Leysdown specifically for their release 
to avoid them being harmed during construction activities.   

 Minimise the use of lighting and focus it on the activity being lit to avoid disturbing bats. 
 Provide specific plant species favoured by the protected invertebrate species recorded on the 

site when the vegetation on The Saltings is seeded after remediation has been carried out.   
 Replace the species of trees lost with new similar species trees in the open space being created 

on The Saltings.       

 

What are the impacts on Queenborough Conservation Area?    

The Queenborough Conservation Area has been designated for the number of historic buildings within 
it, the medieval street layout of the High Street and the area of saltmarsh that lies within the northern 
area of the Klondyke Site known as The Saltings.  The Saltings represent the former coastal landscape 
which would have included a much wider area of saltmarsh.  Views from the northern side of the Creek 
over the saltmarsh out into the Swale are considered to be of particular value to the character of the 
Conservation Area. 

The Saltings has been land raised and infilled by man-made materials over the years which has resulted 
in it containing contaminated materials from previous industrial processes that have occurred on the 
Site that have been leaching into the Creek and the Swale.  The current Site Investigations are 
assessing the extent and type of contamination to enable a robust remediation strategy to be carried 
out to enable the area to be safe for people, water and wildlife.   
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The temporary removal of vegetation to enable the works to be carried out has been carefully timed to 
protect breeding birds and reptiles as discussed above.  Once the remediation and land raising works 
have been completed, through the implementation of the Ecology and Landscape Management Plan, 
the rough grassland and scrub will be replaced by a new attractive area of open space with scattered 
trees and shrubs in keeping with the features and characteristics of the Queenborough Conservation 
Area for wildlife, members of the public and future residents along the banks of the Creek.  It will protect 
and enhance habitats for wildlife and will also have a footpath running through the grassed area making 
it an attractive recreational route.  

 

Who to Contact for Further Queries? 

If you have any further queries, please email Petra.Clarke@homesengland.gov.uk at Homes England.   

 


